Labelling
Definition: 

Labelling in primary school

	Ray Rist (1970)

Study of American kindergarten
	

	Rachel Sharp & Tony Green (1975)

Mapledene Primary School
	


Labelling in secondary school

	Howard Becker (1971)

Chicago High School
	

	Aaron Cicourel & John Kitsuse (1963)

Educational Counsellors in US
	


Disadvantages of Labelling

	Nell Keddie (1971)

High & low status knowledge
	

	David Gillborn & Deborah Youdell (2001)

Perceived ability & streaming
	


Self-fulfilling Prophecy
Definition: 

Process: 

Studies of the Self-fulfilling Prophecy
	Robert Rosenthal &
Leonora Jacobson (1968)

Teacher’s Expectations
	

	Howard Becker (1971)
Consequences of Streaming
	

	J. Douglas (1964)

IQ & Streaming
	


Pupil Subcultures
Definition:

How do pupil subcultures emerge?
Differentiation:

Polarisation:

Pro- and Anti-School Subculture

Describe Colin Lacey’s (1970) study. Detail the reactions of the boys in both subcultures and the consequences of their behaviour. What did the study conclude?

Abolishing Streaming

Does abolishing streaming create equal opportunities for students? Why/ why not? Give details of Stephen Ball’s (1981) research.

Alternative Responses to Pupil Subcultures
What other responses to labelling & streaming apart from pupil subcultures did Peter Woods (1979) find in his research?

Two Criticisms of Labelling Theory

1.

2.

Educational Triage

Triage means literally ‘sorting’. The term is normally used to describe the process on battlefields or in major disasters whereby medical staff decide who is to be given scarce medical resources. Medics have to sort casualties into three categories:

1. the ‘walking wounded’ who can be ignored because they will survive

2. those who will die anyway who will also be ignored

3. those with a chance of survival, who are given treatment in the hope of saving them

The policy of publishing league tables creates what Gillborn and Youdell (2000) call the ‘A-to-C Economy’. This is a system in which schools rations their time, effort and resources, concentrating them on those pupils they perceive as having the potential to get five grade Cs at GCSE and so boost the school’s league table position. Gillborn & Youdell argue that the A-to-C economy produces educational triage. Schools categorise pupils into

1. those who will pass anyway

2. hopeless cases

3. those with potential that need support

Teachers do this using notions of ability in which working-class and black pupils are labelled as lacking ability. As a result they are classified as hopeless cases and ignored. This produces a self-fulfilling prophecy and failure. 

Quick Check Questions
1. Explain the difference between labelling and the self-fulfilling prophecy.

2. State two criticisms of labelling theory.

3. Identify two characteristics of pro-school subculture.

4. Suggest one reason for why anti-school subculture develops. 

5. Explain what is meant by ‘educational triage’.
